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Greetings to the members of the American Theatre and Drama Society!  It was good to see so many new and returning ATDS members at this past summer's ATHE conference.  Our sessions in Chicago were resoundingly successful and well-attended.  I want to offer particular thanks to Susan Kattwinkel for her work and dedication.  Susan is already making plans for ATHE 2012 in Washington, DC when ATDS will celebrate its 25th anniversary with a series of coordinated panels and roundtables.  

As the new president of ATDS, I would like to offer my deepest gratitude to my predecessor Heather Nathans.  Across her years of service to ATDS, Heather worked tirelessly to form partnerships with other national and international organizations, to coordinate truly interdisciplinary ATDS sessions with other ATHE focus groups, and to grow the membership of the American Theatre and Drama Society.  On behalf of ATDS, I would like to once again offer our thanks to Heather.

ATDS began the fall with some significant officer and board reconfigurations, the natural result of our organization's elections this past spring.  Jim Fisher is the new vice president and focus group representative for ATDS.  It's an honor to serve alongside one of our profession's most respected and generous colleagues.  

This past summer ATDS welcomed four new board members:  Adrienne Macki Braconi, Anne Fletcher, Megan Sanborn Jones, and Elizabeth Osborne.  They are joined by our incoming graduate representative and board member Nicole Boyar.  Together they will serve alongside our continuing board members Amy Hughes, Judy Sebesta, and Sarah Stevenson.  I want to thank once again our outgoing board members Henry Bial, Jim Fisher, David Krasner, and Elizabeth Reitz Mullenix, as well as our outgoing graduate representative Michelle Granshaw.   

Finally, I'm pleased to announce that Jim Cherry is ATDS's incoming conference planner.  Although Jim will not assume his formal duties until post-ATHE 2012, getting a sense of the work load, ATHE processes, and the need for coordination necessitate him coming onboard a bit early.  Over the next year, Jim will be mentored along by our current conference planner Susan Kattwinkel.  



Journal of American Drama and Theatre:
The American Theatre and Drama Society continues to partner with the Journal of American Drama and Theatre to guest-edit an issue each spring.  Jim Fisher and ATDS's Publications Committee issued their call for papers several weeks ago on the theme "Interrogating Patriotism."  From the Committee's CFP:  

For the spring 2012 call, we invite colleagues to explore the nature of patriotism as reflected in American theatre and drama across the centuries. Theatre and drama in the Americas has, from its beginnings, depicted true believers, loyal dissenters and traitors to the ideals and realities of national identity. How do the views and prejudices of these varied characters, and those of their authors, shape ideas about the ever-changing cultural landscape? How do diverse views and prejudices on the meaning of patriotism impact individuals, institutions, and the theatre artists exploring them? How do these plays and playwrights change perceptions about citizenship? How do performance and social rituals influence myriad views of patriotism? Contributors are invited to explore historical, critical, and performative perspectives of the realities and illusions of American patriotism. Submissions may address theatre and performance from across the Americas, North and South.

Manuscripts (5000-6000 words) should be prepared in conformity with the Chicago Manual of Style, using footnotes rather than endnotes. Articles should be submitted as e-mail attachments, using Microsoft Word format. Please note that all correspondence will be conducted by e-mail. Submissions must be received no later than January 2, 2012; please email articles to Jim Fisher, ajfisher@uncg.edu.

ATDS at the Drama Book Shop:
The American Theatre and Drama Society will return to New York City's Drama Book Shop on Thursday, March 22 for our second annual evening of selected authors.  This year's authors include:
· Robin Bernstein, Racial Innocence Performing American Childhood from Slavery to Civil Rights (NYU Press)
· Soyica Diggs Colbert The African American Theatrical Body: Reception, Performance, and the Stage, (Cambridge University Press) 
· Stuart Hecht,  Transposing Broadway:  Jews, Assimilation, and the American Musical (Palgrave Macmillan)
· Tamsen Wolff, Mendel's Theatre Heredity, Eugenics, and Early Twentieth-Century American Drama (Palgrave Macmillan)
	


Light refreshments begin at 5 p.m.; the reading will commence promptly at 6.  The Drama Book Shop is located in Times Square at 250 West 40th Street, New York, NY.  I hope to see many members there!

ATDS Graduate Student Mentoring:
The mentor program forms connections between scholars and graduate students who share similar research interests, giving students the invaluable opportunity to develop professional relationships with scholars outside of their graduate programs.  Scholars connect with their mentees in a variety of ways, including e-mail discussions as well as in-person meetings. If you are interested in participating in the program as a mentor or mentee, please send an email to ATDS's graduate representative Nicole Boyar at nboyar@gmail.com.

ATDS Dissertation Support Group:
In the summer of 2009 ATDS launched its Dissertation Support Group.  The Dissertation Support Group has its own password-protected site, which includes archived faculty advice and a bibliography, and a listserv.  If you are interested in joining the group, please send your name, dissertation title, and preferred e-mail address to Nicole Boyar at nboyar@gmail.com.

ATDS Graduate Student Facebook Group:
To join, search ATDS or American Theatre and Drama Society Graduate Students on Facebook. 

ATDS Book Award:
Presented annually, ATDS's Book Award celebrates the best book published on American Theatre and/or Performance in the United States in 2011.  A cash award of $150 is included.  ATDS recognizes that notions of “America” and the United States encompass migrations of peoples and cultures that overlap and influence one another.  This award recognizes outstanding works that expand and challenge the field.  In the summer of 2011 Andrew Davis was selected for his book America's Longest Run:  A History of the Walnut Street Theatre.  Jim Fisher continues as committee chair.  Please email him at ajfisher@uncg.edu Jim Fisher, Chair

Vera Mowry Roberts Award for Research and Publication:
The American Theatre and Drama Society offers an annual award of $200 and a one-year membership in the Society for the best essay published in English (essays must appear in a refereed scholarly journal or edited collection). The essay must focus on Theatre and/or Performance in the United States (recognizing that notions of “America” and the United States encompass migrations of peoples and cultures that overlap and influence one another).  This past year's winner was Paige McGinley for her essay
"'The Magic of Song!': John Lomax, Huddie Ledbetter,  and the Staging of Circulation," which appeared in the book Performance in the Boderlands.   Liz Mullenix is this year's committee chair:  mullener@muohio.edu.

Betty Jean Jones Award:
To honor and remember Betty Jean Jones who was a highly respected and admired teacher, the American Theatre and Drama Society accepts nominations each year for the Betty Jean Jones Award.  Betty received her Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and, until her untimely death, was a professor at the University of Michigan.  The award that bears her name honors individuals who have achieved excellence as college/university teachers and/or scholars, and have served as mentors in the profession.  This past year's honoree was Felicia Hardison Londré.  Rosemarie Bank chairs this year's committee:  rbank@kent.edu.

ATDS Graduate Student Research and Travel Award:
ATDS sponsors an annual award in support of graduate student research in the field of United States theatre and drama (recognizing that notions of America and the US encompass migrations of peoples and cultures that overlap and influence one another). Funds may be requested to support travel related to archival research or travel to conferences to present research at an ATDS-sponsored panel.  The award is for $400 and a one-year ATDS membership.  This past year's winner was AnnMarie Saunders.  Kate Roark will chair this year's committee:  roarkk@uhd.edu.

ATDS Faculty Research and Travel Award:
In 2010-11, ATDS launched a new award to support faculty research and travel.  Anne Fletcher was the first honoree.  Funds, in the amount of $400, may be requested to support travel related to archival research, ethnographic research, or travel to conferences to present research at an ATDS-sponsored panel (this could include MLA, ALA, CDC, ATHE, and various international conferences where ATDS hosts panel sessions).  Adrienne Macki will continue to chair this year's committee:  adrienne.macki@uconn.edu.

ATDS Publication Subvention Award:
In 2010-11 ATDS created a new award to help with the rising costs of publication/image permissions.  The award is granted in the amount of $200.  Elisabeth Osborne was the first winner.  Lisa Jackson-Schebetta chairs this year's committee:  lisajschebetta@gmail.com.

Emerging Scholars Award:
At this past summer's ATHE conference, ATDS again partnered with our colleagues in the Black Theatre Association and the Latino/Latina Focus Group to present our organization's Emerging Scholars.  Rayya El Zein and Ira Murfin were this year's honorees.   Emerging Scholars receive a subscription to the Journal of American Theatre and Drama and $200.  Megan Sanborn Jones will continue to chair the committee:  msjones@byu.edu.

Information About Membership:  
Earlier this fall there were some glitches with our online membership system.  I'm pleased to report that those difficulties have been ironed out.  With the calendar year's end in sight, I urge you to join or renew your membership ASAP.  It's very easily done at our website:  www.atds.org.  Or, contact our Membership Secretary Stuart Hecht (hecht@bc.edu).

I am looking forward to working with everyone throughout the coming year.  I urge you to email me with questions, concerns, or suggestions.  I welcome your feedback!

Mark Cosdon
mcosdon@allegheny.edu
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